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Introduction

This consultation document provides a summary of plans and images that were presented
to the local Chesham Bois community at the Community Engagement Event on 3rd
November 2019. St Leonard’s Church and the Design Team are pleased with the wide
support expressed for the consultation process. The next page of this document is titled
“Project Timeline and Consultation” and it clearly shows the extent of community and
stakeholder engagement that there has been over the course of 2018 and 2019.
The event was over a 3-hour period and we estimate that in excess of 200 people attended
from the local community during this session. In addition, we had attendance from users
of the existing centre, a local Ward Councillor, Parish Councillors, the Chair of Amersham
District Residents Association, and a representative from The Amersham Society. The
purpose of this event was largely to inform all attending about the design response to
previous extensive consultation, and to show the developed plans in advance of submission
to Chiltern District Council for a full plan planning application.
Those who came were very engaged by the visual material provided by the design team,
and a number of people from the church leadership and design consultant team were
available throughout the session to hear views, answer questions and respond to issues
raised. We received much positive feedback about the quality and sensitivity of the design,
along with some understandable concerns expressed about scale, parking and local
impact in Chesham Bois village.
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Project Timeline and Consultation
2017

Project Manager Appointed

Habitat for Humanity appointed as Project Managers
June 2017

Vision Forming

Agreeing strategy for Church and Community Engagement
June - October 2017

Vision Event with St.Leonard’s Church
5th November 2017

Community Event
2018 Open
28th January 2018

Vision Event - November 2017

Meeting with Immediate Neighbours
1st February 2018

Follow up Meetings

Local Residents, Parish Council & Amersham District Residents Association (ADRA)
5th February 2018

Dedicated website page created
12th February 2018

Meeting with North Road Residents
Including Old Rectory, Cllr Graham and Jill Harris
1st March 2018

Open Community Event - Janaury 2018

Briefing Meetings

With Parish Council, St.Leonard’s Church and Parish Centre Users
During April 2018

Presentation to Chesham Bois Parish Council
9th April 2018

Presentation to Amersham District Residents Association
24th April 2018

Architect Appointed
11th July 2018

Core Engagement Team
Briefing Development
17th September 2018

Concept Presentation

Presentation of initial concept and preferred site layout to St.Leonard’s Church
1st October 2018

Architect’s Spatial and Use Diagram - July 2018

Architect’s Presentation

To St.Leonard’s Church Parochial Church Council
8th October 2018

Church Community Event
4th November 2018

Meeting with Immediate Neighbours
28th November 2018

Meeting with South Road Residents
5th December 2018

Planning Strategy Meeting

Church Community Event - November 2018

Meeting with Chiltern District Council Head of Planning and Senior Officers
18th December 2018

2019

Meeting with North Road Residents
Including Old Rectory, Cllr Graham and Jill Harris
10th January 2019

Presentation to Chesham Bois Parish Council
14th January 2019

ADRA Social Evening Presentation
16th January 2019

Maryland Briefing and Presentation

Concept Model - November 2018
St Leonard’s
Church

Pre-school and Early Years District Council Consultation, Briefing and Presentation
29th January 2019

Meeting with Parish Council Working Group
12th February 2019

Meeting with Immediate Neighbours
19th March 2019

Open Community Event
24th March 2019

Pre-Application Submission

Pre-Application Enquiry to Local Planning Authority
20th May 2019

c h e s h a m
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Project Newsletter - October 2019

PARISH CENTRE REDEVELOPMENT
Details of the pre-application consultation feedback and how the
design is to respond and be developed for the planning application.

Design
Chiltern District Council have advised that the new Parish Centre
design is acceptable in principle. Materials used will be important in
ensuring it blends well into its verdant setting.
We have been developing the design to ensure that it enhances
its context and ﬁts into the setting. The concept of a green roof is
a signiﬁcant progression towards achieving this. External lighting is
also an important part of the design. Rather than lighting the building,
the building will become a source of light. We have engaged and
are working with a Landscape Architect whose approach involves
integrating the expertise of all the consultants as well as the Woodland
Management Plan. Some landscaping ideas include a swale to manage
rain water and create a new habitat as well as using subtle techniques
to make some areas secure and some more open and welcoming. The
idea of an indoor garden or living wall which ﬁlters the air and blurs the
idea of outside/inside whilst simultaneously attenuating noise break
out. The woodland play area now has more breathing space and a
vista included to the prayer room and open landscape area beyond.
Parking
The site is rather dominated by car parking. In this location a
balance needs to be struck between providing adequate parking
and ensuring that the site is not dominated by parking and hard
surfacing. You are advised to further demonstrate how many car
parking spaces you consider the proposed use demands and
provide these as sensitively as possible.

strategy for the new facility. A south pedestrian gate will create a legible
access and connect to internal path routes so that access to the woodland
is practical and useable. Cycle parking will be located at the entrance for
convenience. A woodland parking zone will be created.
Building Siting
Reorientate the entrance of the New Parish Centre to face Glebe
Way and providing a footpath to the south of the site to encourage
pedestrians. This could link to the existing pathways in the woodland to
make the whole of the site more permeable.
Rotating the Parish Centre brings the cafe closer to the pedestrian access
and Glebe way. Now, when you walk towards the main entrance you
are greeted by the welcoming cafe space which acts as a focal point for
visitors. The new residency (Keepers Cottage) will have a presence to the
rear of the Parish Centre. The front of the cottage and associated parking
will face the car park with a private garden to the rear.
Energy Eﬃciency & Ecology
Chiltern District Council have advised that as a minimum, 10% of energy
is generated from renewable or low carbon sources. This should be
demonstrated in the planning application.
St Leonard’s Church wish to exceed the 10% minimum requirement and
are committed to the idea of environmental responsibility. The approach
to water management will take on the form of an amenity and biodiversity
enhancement. Water quality and associated actions such as roofs, car
parks and run oﬀs will feature in the planning application. The approach
to lighting will also be closely linked to the ecology of the woodland. New
roosting opportunities for wild life will be created in the fabric of the new
Rectory and on the existing mature trees.

Developed DoDesign
- March
2019
continue toModel
follow progress
via our website
page and share your

We are now working to reduce the number of parking spaces in line
with the Planning Oﬃcer’s advice, and are exploring the right layout,
approach and number to achieve a sustainable access and transport

feedback via our dedicated email: www.stleonardscb.org.uk/
parishcentreredevelopment | pcredevelopment@stleonardscb.org.uk

Consultation Plan - March 2019

Proposed Plan - October 2019

Planning and Conservation Officer Site Visit and Meeting
4th July 2019

Pre-Application Meeting

Pre-Application Meeting and Feedback from Local Planning Authority
11th July and 7th August 2019

Tree Officer Site Visit and Meeting
19th July 2019

Church Community Event
6th October 2019

Pre-application Feedback - September 2019

Meeting and Presentation Parish Council
8th October 2019

Meeting with Immediate Neighbours
24th October 2019

Open Community Event
3rd November 2019

Planning Application Submission
December 2019

Planning Determination
2020 Target
February 2020
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Landscape Proposals - October 2019
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Landscape proposal for St Leonard’s Parish Centre
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Environmental Approach

1

Main Pedestrian Access

2

Covered Cycle Parking

3

Vehicle and Service Entrance

4

Electric Vehicle Charging

The building is designed to complement the beauty of nature and for this to be
expressed in the material palette that references the elements of earth, water, metal
and wood.

5

Retained Trees

Construction will involve using as much high quality locally sourced materials and
labour as possible to ensure the building is built to last. The design and construction
sequencing also consider the existing uses within the Parish Centre to ensure these
can continue during construction before transitioning to the New Parish Centre.

6

Green Roof

The environmental approach for the New Parish Centre encompasses several
elements that will deliver a sustainable development and safeguard an enhanced
facility for the church and local community. This takes a holistic approach that informs
the design, its response to the setting, the use of materials, the energy philosophy and
building services systems, ecology and biodiversity enhancements as well as access
to and use of the building. This informs a sensitive, well planned, forward thinking
and considered proposal within the surrounding woodland and village, ensuring the
development will stand the test of time and be in harmony with its environment.
Design, Materials and Construction
The design of the building responds to the woodland setting and the trees as natural
structures. It proposes the idea of a breathable drape, creating a canopy that is fitting
for the woodland characteristic by using a light touch and organic form that responds
naturally to the properties of environment.

Ecology and Biodiversity
The trees and natural habitat require careful stewardship. Where trees are low quality
or value, these are to be removed and replaced as part of the landscape design.
Where trees are an asset and contribute to the wider character of the area, these are
to be retained, protected and incorporated into the design.
Ecology surveys have been carried out to ensure the proposal will not adversely affect
any protected species. The proposal is largely created on the existing footprint of
buildings and hard standing, which reduces the likelihood of the development having a
negative impact on the nearby locally designated wildlife sites. The proposal allows for
biodiversity enhancements and management so that flora and fauna can flourish.
Energy Use, Performance and Efficiency
There is a strong commitment to energy efficiency and performance of energy related
systems during use. The goal is to create a zero-carbon building whilst in use so that
any energy used is balanced by that created on-site through renewable technologies.
Heating and cooling strategies will be coordinated with the design and use of materials
to ensure energy use is optimised. Passive systems will be prioritised overactive and
those which require a high energy demand. Rainwater will be harvested for reuse
within the design for both its symbolic and natural properties.
Access and Use
The way in which people travel to and use the building has a direct impact on the
environment. The New Parish Centre is positioned with its entrance towards the street
and village green to emphasize that it is a building to be visited primarily by foot or by
cycle. Car parking is secondary, and necessary. However, if visitors do need to travel
by car, enough spaces have been provided, and sufficient electric vehicle charging will
be provided.
A new woodland parking area will provide additional parking spaces to ensure cars
avoid needing to park on the nearby village roadways. The site connects to existing
rights of way and footpaths to encourage pedestrian and cycle access. The New
Parish Centre and its site are to be permeable and accessible to all.

The new Parish Centre orientated towards Glebe Way and the Village Green to reinforce
the public nature of the building and encourage visitors to arrive on foot or bicycle.
A large covered and secure cycle and pushchair parking shelter at the front of the
building and close to the entrance.

Natural and Electrical Lighting
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Solar Photovoltaic Panels
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Ground Source Heat Pump
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Underfloor Heating (and summer cooling)
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Woodland Play Area
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Outdoor Seating Area

A secondary vehicle entrance in the same position as the existing Parish Centre access
leads to car parking and drop-off areas.
Electric vehicle charging stations are to be provided through-out the primary parking
area.
Significant existing trees are to be retained as outlined by the Local Planning Authority
Tree Officer and complemented by new tree planting as proposed in the landscape
design.
The green roof is natural and will reduce the impact of the Parish Centre on the site by
replacing some of the vegetation disturbed by the building’s footprint. It suits the concept
of a free form roof because it is a flexible material that can be contoured to suit the
design. The aesthetic of the green roof will blend the building into the woodland setting
and have the following characteristics:
• It will change seasonally in terms of colour and texture.
• It will be low maintenance and have a life expectancy of 50+ years.
• The green roof sedum covering will act as protection to the roof membrane.
• A green roof is a living thing with its own ecosystem.
• It is breathable and responds to its environment.
• It will be a biodiversity enhancement.
• A green roof will reduce the need for water management on site by reducing the rain
water run off.
• It will further enhance the thermal properties of the roof.
• The green roof covering will be harvested in the UK.
• A green roof will improve the air quality by filtering pollutants and carbon dioxide.
• It will bring educational opportunities as it demonstrates sustainability.
• The green roof will require an irrigation system during dry spells (water will be
harvested for this).

7

Rainwater Harvesting

8

Natural Ventilation

9

10

Below ground rainwater harvesting tank to store water for garden and roof irrigation.
Use of natural ventilation to the Main Hall, Multi-Purpose Hall and Café/Mezzanine
and other ancillary areas making use of the buildings natural roofline to provide stack
induced ventilation.
Where used, mechanical ventilation shall incorporate heat recovery (minimum 80%
recovery) where the building arrangement permits to increase efficiency.

High Performance Building Fabric

The building fabric and construction will be specified to provide low U-Values for heat
loss reduction, low air permeability and high specification of glazing, incorporating
passive solar control measures where practicable (solar control film and/or solar shading).

21

The roof includes a large glazed opening to the centre of the main hall. This together with
a central deflector is designed to uplight the underside of the roof and therefore maximise
natural light. All other spaces have large areas of glazing to reduce the reliance on
electrical lighting. Where electrical lighting is required, this will be 100% low energy with
daylight and motion control.
PV will be incorporated into the pre-school roof with the intention of exceeding the
minimum requirements to offset the annual CO2 emissions of the Ground Source Heat
Pump system.
A ‘closed loop’ ground source heat pump (GSHP) will be used to provide energy
efficient heating and hot water to the buildings from a renewable source. The GSHP
will also provide ‘free cooling’ to areas of the building to prevent overheating purely
by utilising the low temperature ground water circuit in summer in conjunction with
local fan coil units. A ‘shared ground loop array’ system would be used
to provide energy efficient heating and hot water to the houses from a renewable source.
The shared ground loop will ensure that maximum efficiency is obtained from the system.
A west underfloor heating system is to be installed to the ground floor concrete slab to
maximise the GSHP efficiencies. During summer months the system can be reversed
to cool the thermal mass of the floor slabs. Installed services will be ‘zoned’ to allow
maximum space flexibility with minimum energy wastage.
This linear grass covered depression will lead surface water overland from the roof
and hardstanding areas to the storage or discharge system. It will provide temporary
storage for storm water and reduces peak flows. It will be dry during dry weather but
in wet weather, rainwater flows into it along its length and moves slowly through the
grass area. The grass slows down and filters surface water flows. Sediment is deposited
while oily residues and organic matter are retained to be broken down in the top layer
soil and vegetation. This provides a sustainable urban drainage system and biodiversity
enhancement.
All hardsurfacing is to be permeable to minimise water run-off.
Integrated into the new Rectory loft.
New tree planting combined with the secondary parking area.

Low wall marking the primary parking area.

Natural Surveillance

Clear lines of sight to all areas of the Parish Centre and entrance from the Rectory and
Keeper’s Cottage for security and management of the site.
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Proposed Landscape Plan

FOR CONSULTATION PURPOSES ONLY (03/11/2019)

PAULSOUTHOUSEARCHITECTS

LANDSCAPE PROPOSALS FOR PARISH CENTRE REFLECTING THE WIDER WOODLAND CONTEXT AND PROMOTING
ENVIRONMENTALLY POSITIVE DESIGN RESPONSES
Parish centre, pre-school and external stores proposed as
green roof buildings, helping them to blend with their woodland setting.
Woodland parking areas are framed and divided with understorey planting of hazel coppice and native woodland ground
flora, with climax species ‘standard’ trees providing woodland character. Roadway and parking areas have an informal, permeable gravel paved finish.
South-western open space is managed as meadow and
wildflower grassland.
Amenity transition and garden spaces around buildings, with
level paved, ornamental native planting.
Timber forms and ‘natural play’ theme to play area and playable spaces. Café courtyard, breakout / congregation spaces include seating clusters and provide sociable space for
community and church activity.
Strong habitat measures utilise drainage swales and native
planting for ecological gain as well as amenity.
Low-key site security with chestnut pale or woven hurdle
fence framed by loose holly hedge planting. The reinforced
hedge follows a historic ditch and bank boundary and reflects established woodland understorey character.
Minimal low-level and low-key lighting provides a navigation
guide for pedestrians. Light effects can be further diminished by use of PIR activated lights, limited to periods of
building use.

PROPOSED LANDSCAPE DESIGN FOR RECTORY AND
KEEPERS COTTAGE TO COMPLEMENT RESIDENTIAL
‘ARTS & CRAFTS’ CHARACTER
Existing hedge-lines are retained and managed, and new
hedgerows planted to provide strong and well-defined
landscape boundaries to the new dwellings and streetscene.
New formal tree planting to contribute to gardens and the
wider street-scene. Tree species choice to include ornamental character as a transition from the woodland backdrop.
Well defined path routes, flint faced walling, amenity planting and permeable paving provide the immediate setting to
the new dwellings and site entrance area. Low-level and
low-key lighting is provided for pedestrian access.

ST LEONARD'S CHURCH PARISH CENTRE
ILLUSTRATIVE IMAGES FOR LANDSCAPE FRAMEWORK PROPOSALS
ALSO SEE ADAMS HABERMEHL LANDSCAPE FRAMEWORK PLAN 0771.1.1
ADAMS HABERMEHL LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS OCTOBER 2019. IMAGES ON THIS SHEET ARE FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES AND ARE NOT INTENDED TO REPRESENT PAST PRACTICE WORK
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Proposed Parish Centre Floor Plans
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Proposed House Plans
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View from North Road (with hedges removed)
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Entrance and Cafe Space
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Main Hall
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Multi-Purpose Hall
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Entrance & Main Hall
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View from Glebe Way

Proposed View from Glebe Way

Proposed View from Glebe Way
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Proposed View from Glebe Way
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View from North Road
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View from Bois Lane
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